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Interesting Correspondence Between Fred. Douglass and His Colored 
Friends 

   WASHINGTON, D. C., July 20, 1875 
To the Editor of the National Republican: 
 SIR: e enclosed letters, with my response will explain themselves. 
Please give them a place in your columns, and oblige, 
 Yours truly, 
  FRED’K DOUGLASS. 
 
 MR. J. A. EMERSON TO MR. DOUGLASS 
  WASHINGTON, D. C., July 20, 1875. 
Hon. Fred. Douglass: 
 DEAR SIR: I have received several letters from friends in the South on 
the subject of the speech delivered by you at Hillsdale on the 5th of July 
last. 
 You are doubtless aware that the comments on that speech in certain 
newspapers are calculated to mislead those to whom it was specially 
addressed, and to create the impression that year object was recommend 
a “new departure” to the colored people in the approaching Presidential 
campaign; and this view of it is, I learn, being industriously circulated 
among those who always receive your utterances with respect and 
confidence.  
 Under the circumstances let me urge you to take an early opportunity 
to correct such a dangerous impression.  
 We may have great cause for discontent and dissatisfaction, and 
firmly resolve to exact a different condition of things in the future; but 
every instinct of interest and honor suggests to us our duty to stand by 
the Republican party—the only party that has existed on this continent 
that has dared to do justice to the negro.  
 Truly yours,    J. A. EMERSON. 

 The National Republican, July 29, 1875. Transcribed by Daniel Kleven 1
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 MR. F. G. BARBADOES TO MR. DOUGLASS. 
  WASHINGTON, D. C. July 25, 1875,  
Hon. Frederick Douglass: 
 DEAR SIR: Your speech at Hillsdale on the 5th instant has attracted 
much attention, and is being favorably quoted by the Democrats and 
Independent press of the country—a fact significant of evil. ese papers 
assert that you advised the colored people in that speech to leave the 
Republican party. To permit this false and absurd statement to remain 
uncontradicted by you, who so largely enjoy the confidence and esteem of 
our people in every section of this country, would do grave injustice to 
yourself and great injury to the race you so faithfully and ably represent. 
For while there is great disappointment among us at the partial defeat of 
civil rights in the last Congress, yet I am assured that every honest and 
intelligent colored man feels (as you so happily expressed it at New 
Orleans) that the Republican party is the ship—all outside is the sea.  
 Appreciating the importance of your words upon subjects affecting 
the rights and interests of your race, I have taken the liberty of bringing 
this matter to your notice, and kindly suggest that you give it your earliest 
attention.  
 I have the honor to remain very respectfully yours, F. G. BARBADOES,  
 Secretary National Civil Rights Association. 

RESPONSE OF MR. DOUGLASS. 
Messrs. Emerson and Barbadoes: 
 GENTLEMEN: I am not in the habit of supplementing my public 
speeches with explanatory notes. I have little taste for such supplementary 
work. Great as is my want of skill in the use of language and wonderfully 
active as is the press to color, twist, and distort the plainest colors from 
their true meaning. I have yet in my experience found little need for 
multitudinous repetitions, and have for the most part succeeded in 
making myself tolerably well understood. It may be my vanity, but I am 
not at all sure that my Hillsdale speech, as published In THE NATIONAL 
REPUBLICAN of the 8th of July, may not be le to take care of itself. Men 
who want to understand it in a particular way will not abandon that 
preference for anything I can now say. ere are none so blind as those 
who will not see. e trouble, however, is, and I am disposed to give it 
due consideration, few people will read that speech as a whole. eir 
judgments of its character and scope will be made up, not from the 
speech itself, but from stray sentences torn from their connections, and 

2



capable of bearing a desired construction. is consideration, together 
with your added judgment that a mischievous use is being made of my 
words, leads me to depart from my usual course.  
 ere is no truth, then, at the outset, no truth in the story that I at 
Hillsdale, or anywhere else, advised colored men to abandon the leaders 
of the Republican party and to set up for themselves. ere was nothing 
in my words from which such an inference could be justly drawn. I have 
never been an apostle of isolation or of separation from the body of 
American citizens. On the contrary, I have held, and now hold, that the 
more fully the colored man can identity himself with the great body of 
the American people the better for him, and the sooner the American 
people shall recognize the colored men fully as a countryman and 
clansman the better. I have neither counseled isolation, separation nor 
division of our vote between the Republican and Democratic parties. 
When I shall no longer have faith in the justice and wisdom of the 
Republican party, and deem it my duty to call upon my brethren to come 
out of it, I hope I shall have the nerve to do it openly and honestly. 
Depend upon it, I shall in that case leave nothing to be inferred. But in 
the speech at Hillsdale no such idea was in my mind and heart, and how 
anybody could honestly think otherwise I cannot imagine.  
 e time may, indeed, come when the colored voters or the country 
may wisely divide their votes between the two great controlling political 
parties. is will be when the two great parties shall become equally good 
or equally bad; when the rights of the colored race shall be as safe in the 
hands of one party as in those of the other. But this consummation so 
devoutly to be wished has not yet come to pass. No colored man who 
reads Democratic newspapers, listens to the debates in Congress, studies 
the tendencies of the respective parties, or takes any note of the rapine 
and murder of the colored race by white Democrats of the South, need be 
told that the time has not come to quit the Republican party and to join 
the Democratic party.  
 But my speech at Hillsdale was net a political speech in any just sense 
of the word. I was speaking to the American people without reference to 
parties. Properly interpreted, it is an appeal to the American people to 
substitute the simple rule of justice for the rule of invidious charity in 
their treatment of the negro—to give him his rights rather than alms, to 
give him, not favor, but fair play. Admitting the good intentions of the 
men who set up special forms of benevolence for colored people, and give 
them money, the ground was taken that these forms were generally 
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captured by the cray and used to put money into their otherwise empty 
purses; that the American Missionary Society, organised in part by 
colored men, has at last not one colored man connected with its 
management; that Howard University, built of money due to the dead 
black soldiers of the Republic, was likely to be used for sectarian and 
selfish purposes. 
 e Freedman's savings bank was captured by this hungry class very 
early. Howard university with its millions of property is going the same 
way. A few days ago it had a colored man as its president. He is president 
no longer, and as if to furnish speedy evidence of the intention to root out 
of all high positions, in the institution, all colored men, and to put needy 
white men in their places, the executive committee have just discharged 
Prof. Mitchell, of the college department, to give place to Prof. Bascom, a 
man who a year ago was looked upon as the slanderer of the institution. I 
say here and now, give the colored man equal rights, give him the same 
changes for education in the educational institutions which are given to 
the people of all other nations, and if he then fails to avail himself of their 
advantages then let him go down. If the black man cannot live with a fair 
chance in the race of life then he has no right to live at alL At the same 
time I bate no jot of the black man's claim upon the white race for 
indemnity for the century of slavery to which he has been subjected.  
            FREDERICK DOUGLASS. 
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