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THE PRO-SLAVERY MOB AND THE PRO-SLAVERY MINISTRY.  1

__________ 

 These two Powers have been harmoniously and simultaneously 
active, since the second of December, in the service of the American slave 
system.  The union and concert between them is as admirable as their 
work is hateful and diabolical.  The causes that have moved the one to pelt 
us with brickbats, have equally moved the other to pester us with 
sermons.—The weapons of the one are brutal, and those of the other 
spiritual; but they amount to about the same thing in the end.  Both aim 
to guard, defend and perpetuate, in all its fiendish rigor, the thrice-
accursed system of Human Slavery.  The piety of the Church, and the 
profanity and obscenity of the Mob, are morally the same, and express, in 
their characteristic ways, the same demoniacal idea.  That idea is a 
righteousness of robbery where the victim is black, and the robber is 
white—for nobody at the North, we think, would defend Slavery, even 
from the Bible, but for this color distinction.  What it would be a State's 
Prison offense to do to a white man, is quite innocent and praiseworthy to 
prepetrate as against a human being of a different complexion.  Color 
makes all the difference in the application of our American Christianity.  
To the whites it is full of love and tenderness. To the blacks it is full of 
hate and bitterness.  The same Book which is full of the Gospel of Liberty 
to one race, is crowded with arguments in justification of the slavery of 
another.  Those who shout and rejoice over the progress of Liberty in 
Italy, would mob down, pray and preach down Liberty at home as an 
unholy and hateful thing. 
 The aspect of the times must be admitted to be somewhat gloomy 
and dark for the Abolition cause.  During a period of more than thirty 
years have the Abolitionists, with zeal and ability unsurpassed by those 
exhibited in any other great moral movement, plied the National heart 
and conscience with sound doctrine, and have endeavored to bring this 
guilty nation to repentance, and to deliver the slave, and now to human 
seeming they are as far from the accomplishment of their work as during 
the pro-slavery mobs of twenty-five years ago. 
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 And yet, what of the Abolitionists? Are they cast down? Are they 
discouraged?—Do they falter? Not at all—not at all. It is not for those 
who believe in the Eternity and Divinity of Truth, the unchangeable law 
of Progress, to sink under a feeling of despair before the hosts of the 
enemy. They of all men are most serene and tranquil. It is said that while 
the Mob was howling at and burning Rev. S. J. MAY, in effigy, that good 
man was carrying food to the wives and children of the drunken 
rowdies.  Noble soul! He is a specimen of the class against whom the 2

wrath and fury of the country are now let loose. The world has often 
killed its benefactors, and will do so again. Those who burned good old 
JOHN HUSS  were, doubtless, as sincere as those who murdered TORRY  3 4

and LOVEJOY , and who are now visiting Abolitionists with violence 5

wherever they essay to speak for the dumb millions in our land. Let the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing.  Truth, Justice and 6

Humanity are great, and shall yet triumph over all forms of peculiar 
wickedness. With this conviction fixed and rooted in the heart, we can 
smile at the wrath and malice of the oppressor, and defy the power of the 
brutal Mob, as well as the assaults of Doctors of Divinity. Though hand 
join hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished, nor the day of righteous 
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Convention in Syracuse January 28, 1861, but rioters shut down the event, and 
then marched through the city burning several effigies in the center of  the city, 
including one with May’s name and another with Susan B. Anthony’s; see 
Samuel Joseph May, Memoir of  Samuel Joseph May (Boston: Roberts Brothers, 
1873), 221–25.
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(now the Czech Republic) who was burned at the stake; see Matthew Spinka, 
John Hus: A Biography (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1968).

 Douglass is likely referring to Charles Turner Torrey (1813–1846), 4

who died in prison after being arrested in Baltimore for helping enslaved people 
get free. See E. Fuller Torrey, The Martyrdom of  Abolitionist Charles Torrey (Baton 
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anti-slavery press in Alton, IL; see Paul Simon, Freedom’s Champion: Elijah Lovejoy 
(Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 1994).
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retribution be delayed. Our cause is just and holy, and responds to all that 
is noble and God-like in man. It shall yet see all obstacles overcome, all 
hindrances removed, all foes vanquished, and every slave redeemed from 
his chains. 
 Pro-Slavery Mobs are evidently contagious. Boston set the 
example, on the third of December, by breaking up a lawful meeting in 
Tremont Temple.  Since then, the disorder has traveled like the cholera 7

from East to West, until it has nearly reached the States west of the 
Mississippi. The mobocrats generally profess to act for the Government, 
for ‘the Union, the Constitution and the Laws,’  and fall upon unarmed 8

men and women with arms and insults, and disperse them as the enemies 
of the Government. The same brave gentlemen know how to keep out of 
the way of the real enemies of the Government. The men who rob the 
National Treasury, steal powder, balls and shells, capture mints and 
muskets, take possession of forts, arsenals and other property belonging 
to the United States, and openly defy the Government, are called friends; 
while we, whose only sin is a desire to put an end to the real disturbing 
force in American Civilization, are set down and treated as enemies. 
Towns like Syracuse, which have enjoyed the largest advantages for 
learning the principles of Self-Government and the sacredness of Free 
Speech, have displayed the greatest amount of baseness and brutality in 
trampling upon those principles, and the greatest contempt for that right. 
The very liberality and enlightenment, formerly characteristic of that 
community, seems to have been a motive for setting at defiance all 
decency in the exhibition of its homage to Slavery.  The Mob, in burning 

 On December 3, 1860, a Convention had been called “to 7

commemorate the anniversary of  John Brown’s execution by a discussion of  the 
question ‘How can American slavery be abolished?” The meeting was at 
Tremont Temple in Boston, and featured Frederick Douglass as a speaker, until it 
was broken up by a mob. For Douglass’s account of  this, see “Free Speech 
Outraged.—An Anti-Slavery Meeting Broken Up by a Mob in Boston,” Douglass’ 
Monthly (January 1861), 390–95.
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alternative to the anti-slavery Republicans and the pro-slavery Democrats. On 
August 2, 1860, John Crittenden (1787–1863), a U.S. Senator from Kentucky, 
who helped found the CUP, gave a speech which opposed anti-slavery, and 
defended the pro-slavery laws on the books; see John J. Crittenden, The Union, the 
Constitution, and the Laws (Louisville, KY: Bradley & Gilbert, 1860). 
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Mr. MAY and Miss ANTHONY in effigy, acted as though mothers, wives 
and sisters were held in brutal contempt in that community. The 
contemplation of the disgusting scene on that occasion must evermore 
mantle with the blush of shame ever man and woman dwelling in that 
hitherto decent and respectable community. 
 But the rowdies have been scarcely more active in their devotion 
to our National Barbarism than the Reverends.  The higher we go up in 
the scale of ecclesiastical gradation, the more heartless and cruel do we 
find the enemies of our cause.  In our number for last month, we took 
occasion to hold up to deserved reprobation, Rev. Dr. SHAW’s apology for 
Slavery, and his cowardly denunciation of Abolitionists.   Sermons worse 9

than his have been lately preached by other eminent Doctors of Divinity. 
 We have been called upon to answer some of these with arguments 
instead of denunciation.  But what arguments can we use towards men 
who, like Bishop HOPKINS, bring Christ and his Apostles, Moses and the 
Prophets, with whole columns of Bible quotations, to prove that another 
man has a better right to our body and soul than we have, and quotes the 
Bible to show that the race to which we belong are deemed by the 
Almighty to be only fit to be the property of the white race?  We argue 10

with no such disputants. It would be insulting to  Common Sense, an 
outrage upon all right feeling, for us, who have worn the heavy chain, and 
felt the biting lash, to consent to argue with Ecclesiastical Sneaks who are 
thus prostituting their Religion and Bible to the base uses of popular and 
profitable iniquity.  They don't need light, but the sting of honest rebuke. 
They are of their father the Devil, and his works they do, not because they 
are ignorant, but because they are base.  On the side of the Oppressor 
there is power, and the crafty creatures know just where they belong. 

 James Boylan Shaw (1808–1890) was pastor of  Brick Church 9

(Presbyterian) in Rochester, New York; see “Rev. J. B. Shaw, D. D. — Sermon on 
the Crisis” Douglass’ Monthly, February 1861, 403–405;

 John Henry Hopkins (1792–1868), was the first bishop of Episcopal 10

Diocese of  Vermont. In January 1861, he wrote a letter on slavery which was 
published as a pamphlet and distributed throughout the country; see “Bible View 
of  Slavery,” in John Henry Hopkins, A Scriptural, Ecclesiastical, and Historical View 
of  Slavery; from the Days of  the Patriarch Abraham, to the 19th Century, 5–41.
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 The Sermons of Drs. VANDYKE,  HOPKINS, THORNWELL,  and 11 12

others, to prove that God is well pleased with slaveholding and slave-
catching, and that those are the chief of sinners who oppose the slave 
system and seeks its abolition, may well give inaffable joy to the hearts of 
Atheists, and of all who wish to see the Bible sink beneath the waves of 
universal contempt.  What reverence can men have for a Book that 
authorizes one race to make beasts of burden of another?  What love can 
a man have for a God who plunges him in the hell of Slavery? A thousand 
times over, give us the Religion or no Religion of the Infidel, with its 
Justice and Humanity, than the Religion of Slavery as taught by these 
crafty and cruel Doctors of Divinity.—We are at the end of argument with 
such persons.  If they press the Bible into the service of Slavery, so much 
the worse for the Bible.  We are quite tired of quoting text against text, not 
because we cannot find as many on our side, the side of Liberty, as these 
Doctors find on the side of Slavery, but because we have had enough of 
these arguments.  The man that will go to God, or to the Bible, to look for 
arguments in support of a desire to work his brother man without wages, 
is a hypocrite as well as a scoundrel, and is below the level of argument. 
 Some things are too evidently wrong to admit of argument or apology. 
 Humanity instinctively turns from Slavery with a shudder.  We have here 
the utterance of the voice of God in man, and to its high and 
instantaneous teaching we may listen in preference to any voice for 
Slavery drawn from the Bible. 

_______________________________________________

 Henry Van Dyke (1822–1891) was pastor of  Second Presbyterian 11

Church in Brooklyn, New York. On December 9, 1860, he preached a sermon 
in the First Presbyterian Church of  Brooklyn on abolitionism; see The Character 
and Influence of  Abolitionism! (Baltimore: Henry Taylor, 1860).

 James Henley Thornwell (1812–1862) was a Presbyterian minister 12

and seminary professor in South Carolina. Though his pro-slavery views had 
been in print for over a decade, but Douglass may have been referring to an 
essay by Thornwell which had just been printed; see J. H. Thornwell “The State 
of  the Country,” The Southern Presbyterian Review (January 1861), 860–89.
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