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Dr. Kuffner in Reply to Dr. Dabney.
[concluded.]

The following is the closing letter of the second series on this subject,and did not appear in the last Journal for want of room:

VII.
_ ^ June 22.
Rev. H. L. Dabney, D. D,:

Dear Sir:—My seventh article failed to appear in the Enquirer, becausethf. MS. was lost in the office of that paper; and now, after an interval of
three weeks, I must hurriedly reproduce it for the Journal. It is devoted
to several miscellaneous points alluded to, more or less prominently, in
your articles.

PUBLIC EDUCATION AMONG THE ANCIENT GREEKS AND HEBREWS.

It is a favorite criticism on our public school system, repeated by your-
self, that it is the lineal descendant of the Spartan system of education,
which went to seed in Plato's Republic. In point of fact it is no such thing.
It is true that the splendid Greek civilization was largely the product of
the Greek ideas of public education; but those ideas did not originate with
the Greeks as you affirm ; and among the Greeks there were differences of
opinion as to how public education should be conducted, just as there are
among the people of modern nations. There were especially two great
parties on the subject then existing, as there are to this day, the one repre-
senting the Dorian system of education, and the other the Ionic. The two
most distinguished expoundersof these systems, respectively, were Plato
and Aristotle. Plato advocated the absorption of the family and the indi-
vidual in the State; Aristotle, while equally the friend of public education,
subordinated the State to the family, and regarded the developmentof the
individualas the most importantaim of State enterprise. Whilst there are
still persons, and even parties, who advocate the views of Plato, modern
governments and the friends of education generally prefer the views of
Aristotle ; and such are the doctrines of the Virginia school system.

Now as to the origin of the public school idea, allow me to say that it
existed in other countries before the days of Greece. There are likely to
be some surprising developments in regard to the educational systems of.
those earliest races which have left such magnificent traces of their civiliza-
tion. But I wish particularly to allude to the existence of universal and
even public education in the Hebrew Commonwealth long before the days
of either Lycurgus or Homer. No people have ever given more attention
to this subject than the Jews. To-day it is asserted, by those who claim to
know, that no Israelite can be found who cannot read or write. This edu-
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cation is the growth of three thousand years—indeed, according to the tra-
ditions of the Rabbins, public schools (says Dr. Raphael) existed before the
deluge, which is, of course, a mere tradition, but is full of significance, as
indicating the sentiment and feeling of the Jews on this subject. The tribe
of Levi devoted itself exclusively to the business of educating the people;
and perhaps you will be astonished to learn that a system of public schools,
supported by taxation, existed in Judeea after the return from the captivity.
Every JurisBan town, containing a certain number of inhabitants, was bound
to maintain a primary school, and seminaries of higher grades were presided
over by the sopherim, and maintainedout of a portion of the public revenue
set apart expressly for a school fund. Moses, as we know, brought with
him from Egypt all the learning of that wonderful people; the priest, Ezra,
re-established everywhere the schools of Samuel; and wherever the Jews
went—notably in Alexandria—they founded flourishing schools. We are
not expressly told so in the sacred Hebrew books, but we may perhaps
fairly infer that this deep seated sentiment in the Hebrew mind, traced
back to the earliest period, was communicatedin the first instance from an
inspired source, and so has come down to us in these days, sanctioned, as
it were, by Heaven itself. A poor Israelite to-day will sacrifice everything
he possesses in order that his children may be educated ; and in European
countries, where it was not possible to promote Jewish schools, the Israel-
ites, wherever it was permitted, contributed freely to the schools of other
sects, to' the end that they might enjoy the benefit of educatingtheir youth
even at the expense of their religious conscience.

THE SOCIAL OBJECTION TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The only point of consequence in your articles, not heretofore answered,
is your objection to the public school system, based on the admixture of all
grades of society in the schools. You say: " There must be a mixtureof
the childrenof the decent and the children of the vile in the same society.
* * * * All the moral lepers -**** must be thrust into the
society of our children at school. * * * * They must be daily brought
into personal contact with the cutaneous and other diseases, the vermin,
the obscenity, the grovelling sentiments, the violence of the gamins" &c.

Although you speak only of moral distinctions, your real aim is at the
admixture of the children of different social classes. But whether your
objection be moral or social, it lies with a[ least as great force against our
old "pauper system," which you claim to advocate, as against our present
public school system. Under that system all sorts of children might be
mixed as freely as under this; and in fact they were so mixed before the
war, and in the proportion of about half and half. Of the say sixty thou-
sand children attending primary schools in 1860, about thirty-one thousand
five hundred were pauper children, and they were intermingledall through
the private schools of the State. Then whatever social or moral objection
may exist to such intermixture, Dr. Dabney is scarcely the right man to
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urge it. Nor can it be consistently urged by any other advocate of theu Old Virginia system," which ruled in the State for forty years.

But it is evident, sir, that you are willing to risk the morals of your chil-
dren in pay schools, forgetting the doctrine of Agur's prayer, that riches
have their evil tendencies as well as poverty. Society has been compared
to a tumbler of beer, froth on top, dregs in the bottom, but good in the
middle. Children, like grown people, must have their temptations, because
evil is everywhere. But now in Virginia the proportion of evil cannot be
measured by the pecuniary ability of families, seeing that, as a rule, those
who once constituted the "lower classes" (as they were called) are now the
rising classes, whilst the "higher classes" have, in vast numbers, gone
down to poverty. Draw your line of pecuniary ability, and the parentcon-
cerned for the association of his children might well hesitate as to which
side of the line he should prefer.

It is not surprising that with the spectacle of misrule in schools which we
formerly had before us, parents should fear a school-house as a dangerous
place. With untested, untrained miscellaneous teachers, dependent on the
tyrannous whims of any half-dozen patrons, without supervision,without
the guidance of regulations or the backing of law, a large proportion of
our Virginia schools were frightful places. But all this barbarian anarchy
is giving place to order, law and discipline; and if all our influential citi-
zens would only help, instead of trying to hinder our work, the time would
soon come when every one of the evils you so broadly characterize would
cease to exist. The school would become a place of safety, refinement, and
moral as well as intellectual culture. Already much has been done in that
direction, and the law requires the banishment of the very things you com-
plain of. Here are one or two of its sections: "No public school shall be
allowed in any building which is not in such condition and provided with
such conveniences as are required by a due regard to decency and health."
Think what is required by that clause, and compare the protection to mo-
desty and morals therein afforded, with the horrible condition of things for-
merly existing.

Again—" Persons suffering with contagious diseases shall be excluded
from the public free schools whilst in that condition, and the teachers shall
require of the pupils cleanliness of person and good behaviour during their
attendanceat the school, and on their way thitherand back to their homes;
and no pupils shall be admitted unless they have been vaccinated.

Let the school laws and regulations be enforced, as they will be enforced
as soon as their aim is comprehendedby the community, and not only will
decent children be protected from association with the incorrigibly vile, but
the vile class will be changed into a decent class, as has been done where-

ever public education has been properly maintained for a sufficient length
of time. Private teachers cannot enforce such regulations as are required
in public schools; and hence the regeneration of society, which education
and religion may effect, can never come under private schools as it may

come under public education in a Christian country.



456 Educational Journal.'' >

The class of society which excites the disgust and apprehension of de-
cent people does not exist to any appreciable extent in Holland, Sweden^.
Switzerland, Prussia and other German States, as in my lost article I prove
by quotations from Kay's Report, which I had borrowed from a Philadelphia
library, and have now returned. It is there affirmed that the effect of edu-
cation in those countries has been to wash the democracy without and.
within. Personal cleanliness, good manners, and chaste habits, are well
nigh universal. The children of laborers are mingled in schools with those
of counts, merchants and professional men, and the observer who sees
them in the school room, on the play-ground, or on the streets, finds it im-
possible to distinguish the children of the different classes. There are no
street gamins in those States. The parents of all the children have them-
selves been educated in the schools, and been trained to habits of decency;,
and let them be as poor as they may, they are fully possessed with the im-
portance to their children of virtue, neatness and good manners; and the
unbroken weight of society and the governmentis given to the moral pro-
tection and uplifting of the poor.

Cursed as we are with masses of coarse, degraded, corrupt and corrupting
people, our only hope is in the sympathy and cooperation of good men in.
the work of moral as well as intellectualelevation. And it is not a matter
of indifference as to whether the citizen and the Christian shall oppose or
even stand aloof from this great and good work. His attitude may properly
be to himself a matter of sober, conscientious inquiry, as it is certainly a
matter for which society will hold him responsible.

But in the order of Providence offences will come, and in truth society
must have brakesmen as well as engineers and firemen; and brakesmen are
useful, unless they become so impressed with the importance of their posi-
tions that they insist on keeping the brakes on all the time, and thus pre-
vent progress. Every good thing has been fought by some good men, and
the most beneficent improvements which society has made within the last
century are still resisted by men of education. The Paris TJnivers, the or-
gan of the Ultra-Montanes, says—" Railroads are not progress—telegraphs
are an analogous invention—the freedom of industry is not progress—the
invention of gunpowder is not progress—machineryderanges all agricultu-
ral labor—industrialdiscoveries are a sign of abasement and not of gran-
deur." Of course all such men believe that public schools, instead of being
a sign of progress, are "a sign of abasement," like other labor-saving ma-
chinery, and that a true advance would be into the feudal civilization of
the dark ages when even the lord of the manor could be a high gentleman
without troubling himself about the " clerkly arts," and when the " swinish
multitude" lived in the gross darkness which befitted their condition in life.

But these " haters of light, lovers of darkness," will now have to retire
to the dens and caves of the earth, in order to escape the SDreading light. ,
Though they possessed the strength of the whole family of Titans, and
would pile Ossa upon Pelion, and roll " leafy Olympus" to the top of Ossa,
in the vain hope of shutting out the light, yet high over all would rise the
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Sun "magnificently fair," and down the mountain slopes would pour the" intolerable day."
Your obedient servant,

W. H. Ruffner.

[APPENDIX.]
VIRGINIA SENTIMENT IN 1841.

Sincg writing the first and second articles of the second series my atten-
tion has been called to the fact that I misreported Dr. B. M.Smith as being
a member of the Educational Convention of 1845. His name and Dr.
Plumer's I put down from memory—all the rest from the Whig of that date.
I had in mind a fimous tilt between Dr. Plumer, then in the plenitude of
his power, and Dr. Smith, who was just becoming generally known. But I
should have connected it with an Educational Convention held December •

11-13, 1841, in Richmond. There were then present 130 delegates, repre-
senting 32 counties. Though not so numerously attended as the Conven-
tion of 1845, it was composed of material equally choice and influential, as
may be seen from the following partial list of members. Thirty-two coun-
ties represented. Appointed delegates by local meetings. Met in Lecture
Room First Baptist Church 130 members, among whom were—

Tucker Coles,
Jno. B. Minor,
T. J. Randolph,
Frank Carr,
Hardin Massie,
Briscoe G. Baldwin,
Wm, Kinney,

J. Howe Peyton,
B. M. Smith,
Gustavus A. Wingfield,
John P.' Mitchell,
E. B. Hicks,
J. P. Atkinson,
Jos. A. Riddick;
T. M. Bondurant,
Judge J. Robertson,
James Garland,
Edward Watts,
R. H. Toler,
B. W. Nowlin,
R. K. Cralle,
J. M. Speed,
W. S. Reed, Jr.,
Lilbum Trigg,

Robert Y. Conrad,
"William H. Clark,
Thomas Watkins,
Ed. J. Armstrong,
P. Mayo,
John B. Young,
Dr. L. W. Chamberlayne,
James Lyons,
Judge Peter V. Daniel,
"William H. Roane,
John B. Christian,
W. D. Sims,
"William S. Plumer,
J. D. Roy,
John Pollard,
John Bagby,
Rev. T. W. Sydnor,

•R. W. Carter,
J. D. Dabney,
H. B. Tomlin,
Dr. William P. Braxton,
S. B. Watkins,
F. H. Boyd,
R. H. Baptist,
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