- NON-SECTARIAN SCHOOLS.
———

LETTER FROM EX-SPEAKER BLATNE.

[The following jetter was written by Mr. Blalne to a promi-
nent Uhio gentloman jusl after tho late slection in ihat State.
%'r.ﬂ lgse pi-i.nu:d now with at least the implied consent of the

T,

. AUGUETA, Me., Oct. 20,
My Dear Sie: The public school agitation
in your late cawpaign is lable to break ont elsswhere,
and, ocourstng tirst in one Stats and then in another, may
keep the whole country in a ferment for years to coms.
his insvitably arouses scctarian feeling, and leads to
that bitterest and most deplorable of all strifcs—the strifo
berweon relizlous denominations. It secins to me that
this guestion ought to be scttled in svine definito und
compreheusive way—and the only scfflement that can be
flual is the compiete victory for non-sectariam schools. I
am swre this will be demanded by the American people at
all hazards aud at any cost,

Tho dread of sectarian legislation in this conutry has
Deen felt nany timés in the past. It began very eacly.
The first v of tho O the joint prod-
uct of Jefferson and Madison, proposcd in 1759, declared
that “ Cobgress shzll wake no law respecting am estab-
lishment of religion, wor prohibiting the eéxercise
thureof.” At that time, when the powers of the IFederal
Government wero untried and undoveloped, the fear yas
that Congress might Dbe the source of danger to porfect
roligious liberty, und hence all power was taken from it. -
At tho same time tho States were laft free to do as they
plensed in regard to ““an. estublishment of rcligion,” for
the tenth amendwent, gro posed by that emmuoent jurist
Theopitiua Parsons, ani opted eotcmporsnootisly with

e first, declared that “ all powers pot delezated to the
United States by the Conatitation, nor prohibited by it to
ihe Biates, are reserved to tho States respectively, or vo.
tho people.” - o

A majurity of the people in any State in this Union |

.cau therofere, if thoy desire it, bave an catablished
chureh—under which the minority may be taxed for the
erection of church edificesa which they never enter and
for the support of creeds which they do not believe. This
Ppower Was actually exercised in some of the States long
after the adoption of the Federal Constitution, and al-
though theio may be no positive danger of its revival in
the future, the pussibility of it should not be permitted.
The auspicious time to guard against an evil i8 when all
will unite in Freventlng it.

And in cwring this defect, all i
of hurtful agitation on the school guestion should be
ended also. Justlet the old Jefferson-Madison amend-
ment be applied to the States by adding the following to
the inhibitary clauses in Section 10, Arficle L. of the Fed-
eral Consiitution, viz.:

“No State shall mako any law respecting an ostablish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting thetree exercise thereof ;
and no money raiced by taxation in any State for the sup-
port of public schools or derived frouwn any public fund
therefor shall ever bo under the control of uny relizious
sect ; nor shall any money so raised ever be divided be-
TWeeD roil sects or i ’

This, you will observe, does not interfere with any
State having just siich a school system as its oftizens
may prefer—subject to the sinile and simple restrie-
tion the schools shall not be made the arena for
secturisu cont: y or theol This
adjustment, it seemns to me, would be comprehensive and
vonclusive—and wonld b3 ‘tai}‘ alike to Pmtesmt‘ allzg

n

Catholie, to Jew and G e al
and the consciencs of every mun frée aud unmolested.
Yery sincerely yours, J. G. BLAINE.




