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Anniversary Meeting of the Virginia Bible
Society.~The 63d Avniversary of the Society, for
business, wiil be held in the Leeture-room of St.
Paul's ohurob, on Tuoesdsy, the 4th imst., at &8
o'clook. -,

The Anniversary Address will be deliverad by
the Rev. Dr. J. L. Burrows, of Louisville, Ky., in
the Second Presbyterian cburch, &)Dr. Hoge's) 0o
Sabbath, April 9th, at 44 o’clock. P. M. :

" -

Please Return.—Some person, we know not
who, bas possession of the bound volumes of the
Central Presbyterian for 1861-1864, which belong
to this office. Should this notice meet the eye of
the borrower, he is requested to return them, as
they are wanted for necessary uses.

»- 4
Was it a Mistake }—The Richmond Whiy
gays: .
“The Danville Border Express annnunces severa!
performances in that city by ** Lso Wheat’s Opera
Troupe,”’ from Richmond. There must be some
mistake in the title.'’

May it not refer to some Sundsy, Church Opera
Troupe? There be more kinds of Opera Troupes

I mention this for two ressons: (ae beoause you
bave doubted my sincerity, sud another because, in
the opening of that speech, I gave briefly the bis-
tory of my mental operatiods in reference to the
proper parties in education. I stated what I here
wish to state, namely, my matured views in rels-
tion to the respeoctive daties of the three gresat par-
ties in education, namely; the parent, the Church,
and the State. - .
My engagements may prevent me from conting-
ing the sutj:ot immedistely, bt when I do so, it
will be seen that this personal narrative formed &
fitting vestibule to the system of views I shall pre-
sent. et W. H. RUFFNER.
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Union Theological Seminary.
Exauisixe Comuirres.—Rev. Drs, Brown, Bul-
lock, and J. H. Smith, and Messrs, C. White and
R.J. McDowell, The committee meet at the Sem-
inary on Thursday, April 6th. :
Ap sddress to the Society of Inquiry will be de-
livered Tuesday, April 11th, 73 P, M., by Col. J.
T. L. Preston, of Lexington, Va. The annual ad-
dress to the Board, the Alumni, Faculty snd stu-

o B rm

[~ = .

than oue now-adays. At least this is & report
commonly believed in Richmond.—CEN. PRES,

dents, will be delivered Wednesday, 12th, at 11

-

-~

o Letter from Dr. Wm. H. Ruffaer.

| o the Rev. R. L. Dabney, D. D. :

A. M., by Rev, Dr. 0. R. Vaugbap, of Ralcigh,
North Carolins, : - .
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~ Delegates to the General Assewbly.

. { yet been reconciled. -

Dear Brother,—My general answer to your ar-

|ticle in the Planter and Farmer is gone into the
| seoular papers, but I wanted to say some things to

you where it would be * all in the family.” IfI

| should say some unpalatable things, please romem-
f ber that you ** began it,”” as boys used to say.
| member also that our Lord, whom weso poorly

obey, said, ** Judge »

Re

ve ba not jadged.”
‘1 have, upo tion, made public

speeches in some twe or thirty counties of

the State, and so far as [ know courteous notices

| have been given of those spocoches by newspaper

writers, in all cases except thres. Two of the dis-

courteous notices were by the resideat Presbyte-

rian ministers where I spoke. This struok me as
onusus! in our Church, and ae surprisiog in other

‘| respects, These brothren had offered me their

hospitality, aud one of them spoke tenderly of our

| past associations. I did not seem to have forfeited

their confidence; yet becanse they differed in
opinion as to how education shéuld be conducted,
they felt at liberty to maks petty and amaziog orit-

| ioisms on somo alleged grammatical errors in the ex-
' { temporaneous addresses of myself and some gentle-
| men who spoke with me.
| etrange in well-bred gentlemen snd Christian pas-

This seemed very, very

tors. Bat whoa I read your attack upon me, Iim-

| mediately remembered that those young brethren

had been your pupils.
Now I suppose that what I have eaid hore and
elsewhere will offend you; and I fear tha" it will
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| provoke a bitter rejrinder. I pray that it msy not;

but if it does, let Ged ard the Charch jadge be-
tween us. I have written in sorrow, and not in
anger ; and our personal relations hereafter will be

| jast what you ohocse to make them. 4

Dr. Brown has kindly given me leave to indicate

| to the readers of the Central some general senti-

ments I hold in respect to education, and which I
freoly express in my private intercourse. It will
thus be seen that I am not a Robespierro or a
Rochefort. And I know of no way of intioducing
my viewa better than by sketchiog the history of
my own mind on this subject; and inasmuch as
the Ego is now fully out, there may be no indeli-
oaoy in telling a little more about him. I some-
times aay that I have been a life long advooate of
public schools ; which is nearly true, but not quite-
My father, although a Virginian of the fourth gen-
eration, was, a8 you know, & Garman by blood,
(oot & * Yankee'’) and he brought me up in the
faith of Fatherlaod—-the faith of Luther and
Ywingle, of Calvin and Kaox, the faith of almost

" | every Protestant state and nation on both sides of

the oosan, vis: that ** for the soul to be without
koowledge s not good ;* and that the kingdom of
Christ and the kingdom of (e iar were both so con-
oorned in the training of the young, that both
should give it their care and their money, as well
a8 stir up parents—the origioal and responsible
party.  In thie country the divoroe ot the two
kingdoms produced scparate scotion, and I may
now remark, produced antagonisms which have not

Until I became & minister my mind was tarned

| chiefly to the publio or civil importance of virtue

and intelligence among the people, which in those
days was constantly dwelt upon. When [ entered
the ministry in 1848, our famous Presbyterian pe.
roohial school system had posseasion of the Charoh,
and like a good servant I at onoe became interested
in ecclesiastical eduocation; but my devotion to
this system was very short, and never for one mo-
meut fully agreeable either to my jadgment or my
feelings. I went from the Chaplainey of the Uai-

| versity of V., to & church in Philadelphis, which
| was then our ecclesiastioal metropolis. My oburch,
| of 1,200 sittings, broke down my health, and I re

| signed ip less than two years, and returned to Vir-
| ginia in 1853, My older frieads will remember,

perhaps sorrowfully, that whilst in Philadelphis I

| began & war on what I then regarded as s narrow

and bigotted oligarohy which was trying to enslave
the olergy and seculariss the Ohurch; and this
theory of Church education was one of the instru-
mentalities for doing the work. Aad you remem-
ber, brother Dabney, that about that time there
was & pretty formidable * Southern Rebellion”
against that ceotralization of Church power, and
that soon after my return to Virginia, Dr. Stuart
Robinson and your collesgue, Dr. Peck, aided by
Mossrs. Breckinridge aud Bjoock, Daboey and
Ruffoer, &>3., &o., estdblished the Ishmaelitish
¢ Critic”’ in Baltimore, and what a lively time we
had? No two of us agreed upon all points, but
we all were agreed upon this, that we meant to
think for ourselves in matters of Church policy.

Well, the story is too long to be told in full ; but
during the fight I had the most singular mental
episode of my life. While speading & night with
the late Mejor Robert Grattan, of Rockingham
count~--you remember hia strong intelleot—I was
stating to bim my objections to Church education.
He replied, ** your reas is perfeotly sonnd,
snd it applies eq'nllyate Education.” 1
never had thought so, but I was in & humor that
night to be convinced. and [ here oonfess that Rob-
ert Grattan convinced me that Churoh and State
Eduoation were identical, and that it was my duty
asa then active warrior, to attack State Education
a8 I was attacking Oburch Eluoation, and try to
bring society back to the primitive way of tndivid
ual effort, or nothing. I went bome and immedi-
ately wrote out the arguments used by Mr, Grat-
tan, and sent the piece a8 & contribution to the
Critic. The article was anooymous, and perhaps
nobody but Dr. Robinson’ever know the author.
It would be great folly in any one belonging to cur
generation, to be twitting his neighbor on incon-
sistenoy of opinion in regard to publie affairs dur-
ing the last twenty years; but I suspeot if you had
known I had done this thing you would have bat-
tered me vith it before now. Bat maybe not.—
Somebody attacked the piece in the next number
of the Critic, and I could not ssy a word in reply;
for by that time I was bavck, or nearly back, to my
old position, out ot which I have never budged
from that day to this.

E ders.

HK Reid -
DHAHill . .

Presbyteries. Ministers,
Mecklenbarg, J Douglas

-

Wm McDonald
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" RECENT PUBLICATIONS.

Tre Sovraeay Pressyreriay Review for April —
Published in Columbia, 8, C. Conducted by an
asgociation of Ministers. . .

Contenfiimmes - T ..
. The Buffering Seaboard of South Carolina, l}
. Lay-Preaching,
The Royal Seed.
. Theism, .
. The Demistion of the Ministry.
., The Gratuitous ¥mputation of 8in.
. The Professional Study of the Bible.
. Ecclesiastical Statas of Foreign Missionaries,
9. Critical Notices. )
These are topics of much interest, and we antici-
pate s treat in the reading; sfter which there is
more to be said. -
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BLackwoop's Magazine for March. Through ®he
Leonard Scott Publishing Company, N. York.
Contents: The Dilemma—Part XI. 8econd-

ary Kduoation in Heotland. Some Aspects of

Friendship, is & rambliog article, giving quotations

from Jeremy Taylor, Liord Baoon, and others. To

Maimey (M'Aymez ) Stansas to a damsel of fif-

teen, who wishes to abbreviste herself to May.

Eton College, an interesting accounnt of the foun-

datioa of this old iostitution, by Henry VI., who

planoed, and watched over the building, and the
chief fcature of whose idea was *the college in dis-
tinotion from thoe school—the religious corporation
of provoat and fellows, for whom be buiit his cha-
pel, and to whom he secured various privileges of

special indulgence from Rome.’ Little Bobby, a

sketoh in Paris. Some Gentlemen in the City is s

sketoh of the rise of the Galdensterns, Conrad

Lloyd, Evmanuel Baggs, and others of the more

prominent Liondon financiera. Powers of the Air.

The opening of Parliawent. - §

Tnk FARMER AND PLANTER for April is on our
table with its usual (or, rather, more than usual)
variety of subjsota, Among them is an extended
communioation from the Rev. R. L Dabaney, D.
D., in which he disonsses the question of free
school education by tbe State, and especially in
its oonmection with the nmegro population, The
readers of this vigorous article will no doubt have
diffsrent opinions concerning the views advanoed.
In some of them, at least in some aspects, there
will probably be a general concurrence. As to
others the publio jadgment will be divided ; whi'e
some agree, others will strongly dissent. :

As this subject, on various sccounta, falla into the
hauds of Dr. Ruffaer, Superiatendent of Pablic
Instraction, it will he seen from an article in this
paper that it is his purpose not to have the discus
sion all on one side,
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E DUCATIONAL JOURNAL —The April number i
out, and contains mush matter of general interest
and special value to teachers, Among the contents
are origioal articles by Professor Charles Did of
William and Mary College, Mr. W. Lee C. Stev-
ens, Mejor R. W, Jones, president of Marths
Washington College, and Mr. Samuel A, Wallis,
besides an able artisie on ** National K lucation,”
by Professor Max Muller, editorials, ete, -

Religions Hutelligeuce,
. FROM THE S8OUTHERN STATES. "

Ravival in Moorefield, West Vi-ginia. —The pastor,
Rev. George W. White, writes ander date of
March 27:h, and though the letter was not pre-
pared a8 & communiocation, we know not how to
present the contonts more appropriately than given
by the writer, He eays: .

We have been blessed with s gracious ontpour-
ing of the Spirit upon our congregation. It came
gradually, iell gently but steadily and copiously,
and still continues to refresh. The first evidence
of its coming was in the large and attentive con
gregations, both on Sunday snd at our weekly
prayer meeting. = Within the few preceediog
months there bad from time to time been added
one or two to the church. This increased interest
justifiad me in appointing specisl services which
immediately developed a very deep sod pervading
apirit of itquiry. These special services were dis-
oontinued thrce weeks ago, but the apirit of reli-
gious inquiry did not cease. Yesterdsy our coun-
gregation was witness to a soone of tender wolem-
pity which i is not our privilege ofien to behold.
Thirty-five were added to the obureb, thirty-three
of those on examination, embracing the most in-
teresting cbaracters, mostly varying from sevenieen
to thirty years of age. Seven are heads of fami-
lies ; one a venerable father of 68 years, three or
four under 15 years; eight were bapt'zad. There
would have been several more, but they were hin
dered by high water acd sickness. Acd still quite
& number are seriously considering the great ques-
tion, of whom I trust & good maoy will eoon con-
tess Christ.

It you think proper you may make an item for

yoar paper of these facts. It is s checring fact in
those dark daye of corruption that God is sigoal-
izing his grace unto the churches—thus illustratiog
as he so often does. that ** when we are weak theo
are we strong,”” Four months ago the Cbristian
heart of our community was never more Ce:pond-
ing ; and we nover so felt the prevalence and pcw-
er of iniquity. DBut God heard the prayer ot his
people who were driven to Him by fear of the
threateniog evil, and th8 ** great mountain’’ of op
position has become » “‘plain.”’ The happy irfla.
enoe is seen and felt sll over the community, The
same blessing was graoted to the Methodist church,
and even large numbers were added to its com-
munion. .
Lot the charohes be looking for the Master's
presence. As was the case with poor, despsiriog
Mary, (Jobn xi.) He is often near and ready to
bless when we are weeping in sinful doubt. f do
not like premature potices of these things, ss is
the praatioe of somo of our papers, but if you thiok
there is anything to encoursge God’s people in this
letter you may use its contents for information,
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Second Presbyterian Churck, Petersburg, Va.—A
correspoudent gives information that there is evi-
dence of & good work in this church, For some

[2ad
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years they have held morniog prayer meetings a { P!
week before the April communion. It je delightful { t
to have the pastor and brethren of the Tabb Street
zhurch unite with them in this service, At the
communion last Sabbath twelve were added upon th
profession, and the meetings are continued this|
week. A o Ji

Alexandris, Va —A correspondent of the Chris- .A‘
tian Observer says: *‘It msy perhaps be a plessure
to you to learn that our churoh isin s very pros-
perous oondition. Since the installation of Mr.
Diowiddie, formerly of Lexingtoa, Ky., who is

In 1866 (I think it was) the question of having
» public free-sohool system in Virginia was brought
up for debate in the Franklin Society of Lexing-
ton, -Iprepared myselt carefally, and made notes
of my intended speech. Those notes I now have,
and when I was elected to my present office four
years afterward, they were of service in preparing
the argumeng which I submitted in thirty days af-
ter my eleotion. Ill'l:s OPDOBGd tol establishiog a
school system until the time people of the State ) .

. . ; reatly beloved b le, i
should come into posseseion of the government ; gver t!:';m hnndréd}izr;: tm?ldd:d ttl;eo{:rulgglﬁﬁ: tri
but the body of this speech was as atrong in favor | ship. At our lsst communion two weeks ago, | wi
of publio free edncation a8 I was oapable of mak- | thirteen, ten on protession, sll adults but one, were ;l

ing it, added. . To God be all the glory."” [
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