|55 M itor;~Rev:" R.- L. Dibney, a frees-
school*teacher:;in - Prince. Edward county |
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(Oburctvschool); hac's great  hatred for. Biate §:
’cchoo}lv.‘fzmbon he 1. indelited for su i~}
] t ‘part“of bis owii “education: to epe |
grand State sehool, suppdisted In . large mes-T
{sure from the public fuods, and furnishivg a |
fres-education to & large: numier of -young|.
{men;.. aoad_this reverend genticman also |
. _very great disgust -for the edlored
people, and 'slto ¢ 'for!the jdea of teschiog|:
them . to -read- by schools, or in sny other |
way, iheir -business,. be. ssys, being ‘jo1,
work .aud not-_;gud’.’.r"éethe,n ble, we._ fnay |
infer, ,not. belog intended. for_themj; "and.|'
these ;- sentiments. ke - has - amplified - by |
means ‘of . an, satonisbing selection of hard |’
words (some of them “nigh unto cursing 7){
|18 be April Ko, of the Planier and Farmer, |’
-.:Serfously, it is . not often in this. conservay | .
{ tiye old State of ours’.that an educated man |,
{ of any profession—least of all & clergyman—'}.
{uodertakes™. to discuss,a’ grave question. of |-
{ political economy in the style which charae- |
terizes this articley and Dr. Daboey’s best |,
| friends will, X am. sure, régret thathe so en- |
[ tirely.forgot what was due totbe subject,and |-
{ due to himse!f and to otbers..: Some readers .
{can make allowance for infirmities of temper |
11n.view of honesty and ability ;. but biscon-}.
stant. dse of such. words as'  fool,” * hum-.}.
{bug,?. & perdition,” ¢Jpiqultons,”, “ Quix-}.
{otic? ¥ satanic,” 5 damnping,” ‘“accarsed,” {:
| asapplied to the school system and its tri_emfa, ]
I'5yill snot be approved even by his sympa- |
| thizsrs, and certainly will ot be-evjdyed by |
| the.vast nomber of intelligent and worthy. |’
| citizens of Virginiswho are riendly to the |
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1°. Boé of his offensive personal allusions to |
me I will natice in thre Central Presbytertan, |
‘| Here I will only say that he more than jnti- |
mates that' I get too. much salary, and that |
the nursing of this salary ig the real motive. |
.of my. ¢ preténded ” zeal in thé cause of popu- |-
lar education. Perbaps I am not. worthy of |
1 my position,.and I certainly-do- not wish to ||
1 keep.it one moment longeér than I sm wanted
1by ‘the friends of edncation; but I should |,
‘tbink that the man who is charged with the |-
|'supervision of 1,400 officers, 4,000, scbopl- |-
teacbers, and 185,000 school-children, ougbt'| .
to get as much salary as ‘a- man who, |
with threz otber -professora, is heélping to
teach sixty young men for eight mounths and |
a half in the year. - I get §2,000 and’ mo per- |
quisites, in. an expessive city, and work | |
without ceasing in the duties of my office, |1
baviog no time for aonything elseé, not even ]
for ‘an ordinary amount of assoclation writh § .
my family. Dr. Dabney gets $2,000 and a |
house in & cheap country~place, with three } -
and & balf months’ holiday and plenty of
time to make money by farmisg, publishing
books, etc., with a good deal to spare for
attending to polities, and to othet people’s
concerns, snd to the running ol mucks gen-
erally, . And yet e is the man—and the first
man—to jntimate that 1 am playing a hypo-
eritical part for the sake of my salary. He
may have believed it himself when the affla- §
tos of passion'was upon him; he never be- |1
lieved it before or sinces ~ . - ..o .. |
. As already_intimated, this attack on our
public sehools, like the most of thoss I bave |,
seen,-ig chiefly emotional.- It appeals to the
sentiment ‘thaf education and other privi-
leges are suited to the few and mot to the
mapy ; jt*panders jn language full of scorn |1
aod disgust o the common aversion felt for
the negroes; and it strives to lash into fury
all the most violent. passions of the 'war, |
Whatever just ground there; may be for the §
prejudices and passions to which he appeals, | °
and probably ‘I ‘have a due’ share of them |§
myaeif, 1 ¢anndt think that jt s eitber wiee | .
or patriotic, to apply that style'of treatment {;
10 the solemu questions pertaining to this
peried of our sorrow and perplexity, ‘"  *:
Dr. Dabney is not ignorant of the Nicoma- |1
chean Ethics, which teach that ¢ the world |-
1s:'a- Rosmoe, an ordered and garnished |&
whole, only 80 far as it i8 held together by |
the harmooizing law of the mean {moders- |
3
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tion]; otherwise it “jerks ssunaer. -and
through violent excess bolts tiochaos” =~ ..
: - Ajthough some may’ chosse ‘to regard the |
allusion as a form,of personal defence; I will
| nevertheless femind stich asgailants that the | |
old doctrines bave not been abolisted which
teach that some decent respect is due to the
laws of the State, even if those whoare ap- L
poioted to administer those laws are regarded | D
gs unworthy of ordinary courtesy. ‘Our |y
fathers also tbooght that somelhing is dueto |
the opinioas of miaukind. Discassion’ of {,
public afirs is always in order, and in our |,
situstion it is very much néeded. For myself

and for the cause which I have the-boaor to |*
represent, I desire nothing o' much as calm, |
thoughtful discassion,* For I deeply feel tbe | £
need of ‘counsel, and I hold myself, Tully |
gmenable to proper ¢riticism {or my: official |
acts, P At e s 15,}‘-, G K S Ny
. Having herein disposediof persoual mat-

ters, I will with your permission-write some
articles bereafter In reply ‘to the ‘scattering
agsertions of Dr.: Dabney ’respeetivg- our |-
State schools. . I koow -tbat your spicd Is,

limited, and I can only exbpect the opporta- |
pity of giving some eonpected ‘exposition.
| and defence of public scbools,* It-is-onlyin |.°
| the way of coutroversy that such memras Dr. |..
| Dabuoey can be induced -to resd &n¥ything in:
| conflict with their own preconceived opin-:
| fons, - He tells us that be has read “ Civis?:
fand Rev. Jobn Miller; but’be strikes me &
|foul blow' because I sent* himr two or
| three °_little” tracts,” some™ of “which' bad
] been’ Bent “to ' me for * distribution,. and.
fthe others’ were. extra copies of ‘srticles
published in the Bducatienal’ Jourral, from
which extra ' copies were “strack - off for &
trifltng cost §'all ‘of which'was' dooe ‘in ac~
‘cordance with a requirement of-law, which
1 explained in my last report—a documendt |
which Dr. Dabney might ° 100k foto . if he |’
thought he *'could ‘Sod some weapen if it,
but which otberwise be bas not ‘rexd and
never will read, -That 1have not'misrepre
sented bim will be sufficiently seen from the
following extraety ™ =, <t < iwd Lot
., $¢These. documents, have bad ‘no other |
‘¢ffeét on oy mind thdn to’awaken the wish
that it we must perforce bave this false sys- |,
tem’imposed ou us by our couquerors, avy |
executive agency created ‘to' administer the
ili-starred plan might at” least ‘have the
modesty to stick lo its appointed business
‘and not ‘waste the money of "the people | ¢
in the attempt to manufacture Rmong the } i
| people. an"erroneous publiic opinion. It is
enough to, be  taxed " heavily, against.'my
judgment, for s Quixoticiproject which cau |.
never, do me or-any one else any good.” Tam
unjustly forced to'surrender my money; bus |.
I beg leave to preserve.the privilege of doing
wy own thivking. A& Jeast, I,do not pro-
pose. docllely to. receive my epinions on jt
from those ‘who ‘in advocating the system |-
[are also adyocating thelr own official emola-
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|+ He gloats on < Civis?:and Miller, but he
 scoras:the.idea of allowing bis ear to be ad-
dressed by such ingignificant snd despicable |
characters; a8’ Dr. Thorpwell, Dr, S8ears,-or |2
Lord :Macaulay I txibno W fntyndsd 3att 41
< Buty Mri Editor,. Dr.: Dabney: will read § .
these srticles of mins jaidt that he may see
how"to- -hit .me iagain.~'And your readers |
¢an afford to-work. through’several -dull sir< | °
ticles: frony’ me just-to:-get: Ais answer. It |
willi be ‘wonderful § - Everybody--wiil:read :f
it, and probably - it -will be-copled: fntc the |,
New York Herald,n:8emeé’ who:did read his
article in the-Pianier-thought, perbaps, of
‘Jebii; others of- Claverhause, and - others of
John Gilpin, but L suspect: that all. agresd: in
onB WISE:I o 0itt. qaiststesy et P B I |
i iAn&'sl'v 1en'Az next'doth Fide:

“*1 ktioW, - Messrsi~ Editors, as 'well as - your
uiost fastidious readers, that such rencontres
a8 this dre tnworthy ‘of the men engaged in
it; and ‘unworlby. this'‘great catiss- of- the-
‘Commonwealth “ovet ‘which we are wrang. L:"
ling." Pethaps I ‘6ught ‘to bave’'borne

silence’becase of my position; ‘and because
T have usoally Been fully as much honored -
‘'as I 'deserved by writers for the press. * But |
this attack ¢omes from & msn with whom for
thirty years'I bave ‘walked 'in-"pesce a8-3
‘friend aod~ brother,“Ourintercoirse began:
within the walls of that ssecred and beloved
seminary  whenog be hes pow buileq this
| poisoned javelin.:; He i#'a good’ man, atd
will,.1 believe, sooper oFlater ragret what
he.bss done.. But ba pow_intends to Sght
me and 4 to,put e down,?.und T am fally
resplye{haj e ghal do ho Juch Whing. ;|
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