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 I read with interest the article in the July number of the Record 
entitled “The Negro Problem Viewed from the Standpoint of our 
Republic,”  and trust that it may have the de sired effect in exciting a 2

deeper interest in the intellectual, moral and spiritual elevation of the 
millions of the South. The Church is not doing the one-tenth of what it 
ought to do, or what is necessary to be done if these millions are to be 
saved for Christ. It is true some thing has been done, but what has been 
done is as nothing in comparison to what remains to be done. Our 
Church cannot allow this work to remain in its present condition without 
neglecting one of the most important trusts ever committed to it. Its 
contributions ought to be increased, and ought to be increased at once, in 
order that the work may be enlarged. Instead of the small sum 
contributed annually, a half million of dollars ought to be consecrated to 
the work. There is no class of people to-day in our land that has a stronger 
claim upon the sympathy and generosity of the Church, or that offers a 
more inviting field for Christian work, or where the Lord’s money can be 
expended to a greater advantage. The fields are already ripe to the harvest, 
as those of us who are in this southern land know, and the prayer of our 
hearts is that the Lord will send forth more laborers into his harvest. But 
it is very evident that this can be done only by increased contributions on 
the part of the churches. The Board, we are sure, is doing all that it can 
possibly do in its present condition; so that if there is any blame that more 
is not being done, it must rest upon the churches. More than one half of 
our churches give nothing to this cause. More than one half of our 
churches practically say they care nothing about the condition of these 
poor, perishing black brethren. What will these churches say when the 
books are opened ? When the Master shall begin to say, “ I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no 
drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me 
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not; sick and in prison, and ye visited me not. . . . Inasmuch as ye did it 
not unto one of the least of these, ye did it not unto me." It is a fearful 
thing to neglect the millions in India and Africa and China; but to shut 
our eyes to the sore and pressing needs of the millions of our own land 
who are perish ing for the “ bread of life" is to expose our selves to still 
more serious consequences. It will be well for some of these non-
contributing churches to remember the solemn and impressive words of 
Ezekiel, “ When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die, and thou 
gavest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked 
way to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thine .” This work among the freedmen may be 
neglected, these millions may be allowed to grow up in ignorance and 
superstition and vice for lack of schools and competent ministers to break 
unto them the “ bread of life,” but we shall answer for it at the bar of God. 
This letter is not written in the most cheerful tone, but it is impossible to 
feel cheerful when we see how little is being done in the midst of so much 
that ought to be done. And yet in spite of this in difference on the part of 
so many, I am persuaded that there is a brighter future for the Board; that 
the important work which has been entrusted to it will yet receive from 
the Church the recognition which it deserves. God hasten the time, is my 
earnest prayer. 


