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NEW ENGLAND ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION.  

The annual New England Anti-Slavery Convention assembled in the 
MELODEON in Boston, on Wednesday, May 27th, at 10 o’clock, A. M., and 
was called to order by Francis Jackson, President of the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society.  

The Committee of Arrangements reported the following as officers of the 
Convention:  

For President-EDMUND QUINCY, of Dedham.  

Vice-Presidents—Francis Jackson, of Boston; Andrew Robeson, of New 
Bedford; Adin Ballou, of Milford; William Ashby, of Newburyport; Jehiel 
Claflin, of New Hampshire; Frederick Frothingham, of Maine; N. R. 
Johnston, of Vermont; Philip Scarborough, of Connecticut.  

Secretaries—Samuel May, Jr., of Boston; Joseph A. Howland, of Worcester; 
Dan A. Comstock, of Millville.  
  
Business Committee—Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Maria W. 
Chapman, Parker Pillsbury, Andrew T. Foss, Charles C. Burleigh, Charles 
L. Remond, Aaron M. Powell, Stephen S. Foster.  

Finance Committee—Abby Kelley Foster, Susan B. Anthony, Lewis Ford, 
Nathaniel B. Spooner.  

The Convention accepted the above organization, without dissent.  

Rev, JEHIEL CLAFLIN, of Westmoreland, N. H., offered prayer.  
  
WM. LLOYD GARRISON read a series of resolutions touching the American 
Church and the American Tract Society : there had been no opportunity, 
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he said, as yet, to lay them before the Business Committee, and therefore 
they were not now officially reported.  

MR, GARRISON addressed the Convention in an able speech, mainly on 
the position of the American Tract Society. [This speech will be found 
reported in full in another place.] 
 
WENDELL PHILLIPS and THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON followed, and 
occupied the remainder of the morning session. Their speeches will also 
be found reported in full elsewhere.  

At 1 o’clock, the Convention adjourned to quarter to 3.  

— 

AFTERNOON. ADIN BALLOU, one of the Vice-Presidents, in the chair. 

A letter from Rev. M. D. Conway, of Cincinnati, was read by the Secretary. 
It was dated at Alton, Illinois, May 17, and the following is an extract:  

I would like much to go on your platform straight from this 
place, whose glory and shame are associated with the martyrdom 
of Lovejoy. Is it not well worthy of joy that our ministers could 
now collect here, and utter their extremest views, and take a true 
stand, where so lately that tragedy occurred ? I was glad to find 
on some of the parlor tables pieces of the iron of Lovejoy’s 
printing-press preserved. A large company of us visited the spot 
where the brave man fell, and the spot where he lies buried. No 
stone marks the spot, but an effort is making, in which all the 
ministers indicated their desire to unite, to build a fitting 
monument over him.  

And may God be with you !  

M. D. CONWAY 

WM. W. BROWN said, that one of the best features of this Convention was, 
that every one could speak his own thought, himself alone being 
responsible for what he may say. He then read a resolution affirming the 
slave’s right to obtain his freedom, if necessary, by revolution; and went 
on to say that there was no hope for the slave through the Government. 
That is irrevocably against him, with no hope of change for the better. The 
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Church is also against him, and he can have no hope from that quarter; 
and therefore there is no hope for him but through the abolitionists, and 
by his own right arm. These positions Mr, B. defended at length, taking 
the ground that the slaveholders fear a slave insurrection more than 
anything else. Every man, said he, has the right to life and to liberty, and if 
these are worth anything, they are worth defending and protecting by 
force, if we can. If it is right for the white man to fight for his rights, it is 
also right for the colored man,—if it was right for the fathers to rebel in 
1776, it is right for the slave to rebel in 1857.  

WM. LLOYD GARRISON, from the Business Committee, reported the 
following resolutions :  

1. Resolved, That as the American Church still continues to be in solemn 
league and covenant with the ‘ traffickers in slaves and the souls of men ; ’ 
still stops her ears to the cries of the perishing bondmen; still withholds 
the Bible from four millions of souls in the land, while professing to 
receive it as the word of God, able to make those who read it wise unto 
salvation ; she is still to be charged with the basest apostacy and the most 
shameless wickedness.  

2. Resolved, That as nothing is easier than conformity with the prevailing 
religion of the times, in all its requirements; so, while that religion is at 
peace with prevailing iniquity, and screens from condemnation every 
form of pollution, every conceivable crime and outrage, and the most 
terrific oppression, as embodied in the system of chattel slavery, no duty 
is more obvious than that of testifying against it as a deplorable cheat and 
a hollow mockery. 
 
3. Resolved, That an experiment of two hundred years has demonstrated 
the fact, that any amount of sabbatical consecration, public worship, 
theological instruction, church extension, evangelical profession, 
reverence for the Bible, and revivals of religion, is no barrier to the 
existence and constant enlargement of the bloodiest and most exacting 
despotism in the civilized world. Therefore, 
 
4. Resolved, That any longer reliance upon such a religious profession, 
and such religious machinery, to redeem our land or to break the yoke of 
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the oppressed, is a delusion of the most fatal character. 

Whereas, the action of the American Tract Society at New York—first in 
adopting such Jesuitical, self-contradictory and inefficient resolutions as 
those reported by their Committee of Investigation, and then in re-
electing, by a very large vote, to control the publications of the Society for 
another year, the same Publishing Committee (including Dr. South-side 
Adams) whose maladministration had given rise to the necessity for a 
Committee of Investigation—shows a determination still to maintain 
their pro-slavery position; and  

Whereas, the Committee of Investigation themselves, though purporting 
to be a reformatory body, did only small parts of the work needful to be 
done, and even those parts but imperfectly, bringing their speech and  
action as near as possible to saying and doing nothing ; and  

“Whereas, by speaking of ‘those moral duties which grow out of the 
existence of slavery’ and of ‘those moral evils and vices which it is known 
to promote’ they intimate not obscurely their judgment that slavery may 
be a right and proper relation, and their intention that such discussion of 
it as may possibly be admitted under their new rule shall be, at most, only  
an attempt to prune, and not to eradicate it ; and  

Whereas, even men who have been crying out so loudly for reform in the 
Tract Society as the editors of the Independent and the Congregationalist 
can be so faithless to it as to say—the former, that the Society ought not to 
enjoin immediate emancipation on the master, but ought to enjoin 
obedience and fidelity on the slave—and the latter, that he does not want 
an Abolitionist on the Publishing Committee; therefore, 

5. Resolved, That, in the readiness shown to retreat, to compromise, and 
to sacrifice both Christian fidelity and the interests of the slave to 
sectarian policy, by even those of the clerical body most advanced 
towards a reformatory position, we recognize new evidence of a truth 
long since manifest—that the Church, under the leadership of the clergy, 
is the main bulwark of slavery. 
 
6, Resolved, That it is only in and through the American Union that the 
Slave Power finds its resources, obtains its conquests, accomplishes its 
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designs, and drags the whole North at its chariot wheels ; hence, to seek 
the immediate dissolution of that Union becomes the first, highest and 
holiest duty of every friend of freedom.  

SAMUEL MAY, JR., moved the adoption, at the present time, of the 
following resolution:  

Resolved, That in order to defray the expenses of the Convention, each 
friend of the Anti-Slavery cause here present is hereby requested to 
contribute the sum of one dollar, or such other sum as he or she may be  
able, when called upon by the Finance Committee.  

ADIN BALLOU then addressed the Convention. He said if we were going to 
advise the slave to take the life of his master as a guilty person, he thought 
we ought to come nearer home, and recommend the killing of the more 
criminal and guilty men, who, in pulpits and honored places all about us, 
justify and defend the slaveholder. What, (he asked,) was the estimate 
which such men as these put upon slavery ? If we would know the real 
influence which sustains and fosters slavery, and who are really the guilty 
men, we must look at this question just asked. These men drive from their 
fellowship and their churches the pickpocket, the stealer of their sheep 
and their horses, yet admit to their communion and all the privileges of 
church fellowship the stealers of men, of their brethren and their sisters. 
Again—the state of public opinion in New England would not tolerate  
genuine and consistent anti-slavery preaching ; the man who attempts it 
is arraigned and driven from his place, with very rare exceptions. They 
tell us that their church is endangered by preaching anti-slavery. "What is 
the true character of such a church ? In this country, where the Bible is so 
highly reverenced, (professedly,) it is only a company of (alleged) fanatics 
and. infidels who can preach against one man stealing another; in a 
professedly republican and democratic country, traitors only (so-called) 
are laboring to prove that enslaving and selling a man is worse than 
picking his pocket. The guiltiest men in the country are those who, at the 
North, are upholding and endorsing the Christian and republican 
character of the slaveholders of this land. 

PROFESSOR J. SYMINGTON BROWN took the platform, and spoke of the 
retrogradation of ideas in this country. Negroes were once everywhere 
recognized as men, but now the necessity is to prove that he is really a 
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man, and not an ape. Ho was glad to see this issue made. He liked to have 
people ‘toe the mark,'if it was a devilish mark. 
 
He then went into a criticism of the tests of humanity, concluding his 
remarks by asserting that if the negro is not a human being, there is no 
evidence that there are any human beings.  

ANDREW T. FOSS said that he should not spend any time in discussing 
whether or no slavery was wrong. He should assume that; for if he did not 
know that slavery was wrong, he did not know that anything was wrong. 
He need not labor to prove burglary, piracy, and murder wrong; then why 
slavery, the sum of all villanies ? 

He had a criticism to make upon the church : it was more in fault in this 
matter than the State, for it created the politics. And the Beechers and the 
Cheevers were, in his judgment, more dangerous to the cause of the slave 
than the open, undisguised pro-slavery priests; for, whatever their 
professions, their position is identical with that of the others, and they  
are enemies to anti-slavery, in the guise of friends.  

He would not criticise the Democratic party, because it was beyond the 
hope of redemption. It was composed of two classes, one fools, the other 
knaves. But the Republican party he would criticise; they are within the 
reach of the means of grace; they are neither knaves nor fools; they, in the 
main, are desirous for the abolition of slavery. The sentiment of the 
masses of the party is good, but they are deceived by their leaders. 
Individually, they would not return a fugitive or suppress a slave 
insurrection, but as a party they are true to the Union, and ready to 
discharge all their duties to it. 
 
Adjourned till 7 1-2 o’clock.  

— 

EVENING. The President, E. Quincy, in the chair.  

MR. GARRISON said that he was almost tired of hearing his own voice on 
this subject. He felt that it ought not to be necessary to keep arguing this 
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matter to the people. It needed no argument with him. It should need 
none with anybody. 
 
We have much theology, but what does it amount to? In the light of it, 
slavery lives and thrives, as all evil must under a system of religion that is 
purely theoretical, and which overlooks the practical. We must not look 
to it to regenerate the country.  

Our friend Ballou told us this afternoon that the Church did not treat 
slavery as a sin of equal magnitude with picking pockets. It was prompt to 
discipline the pickpocket, but not the slaveholder. But in dealing thus 
with petty theft, it was no evidence of morality on its part; for if picking 
pockets were made as legal and popular as is slavery, it would not be 
considered immoral by the Church. Its morality is merely conventional.  
Mr. Ballou thought that if an order of nobility were attempted to be 
established, it would be resisted on all hands. But is this so ? Are we not 
verging towards a military despotism ? How much do we lack of an order 
of nobility, except in the form ? We are all too callous to the sufferings 
and claims of the slave. We have sympathy enough for a single case that 
comes to our notice; but while our hearts bleed for the individual, we 
forget the millions of equal sufferers, and do not realize their sufferings. 
Four millions are in an enforced Sodom and Gomorrah, and four 
millions of Church members consent to their enslavement. What is such a 
Church, such a religion ? It is spurious, it is satanic. And if for this 
denunciation they brand me as infidel, I will bind their epithets as the 
choicest laurels about my brow.  

Let me ask you, Where do you stand in this matter ? I care not what is 
your theology, whether you believe in the unity or the trinity, or whatever 
shade of theological opinion, but how do you stand to the slave ? You are 
a member of a church, are you ? Is it a pro-slavery church ? Does it keep 
silence in the presence of this gigantic crime? Then it is your duty to flee 
out of it as did Lot out of Sodom, Do you support the Bible, the Tract, or 
the Missionary Society ? Do you dare support them while they are in 
league with the vilest oppressors ? Do you know of a religious newspaper 
in the land, that is at all popular, that opens its columns to a free 
discussion of the question of the relation of the church to slavery ? I know 
of none. Do you know of an anti-slavery paper in the land whose columns 
are not fully open to the friends of the American church, to defend it 
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against our charges ? I know of none. Why do not the clergy come upon 
our free platform, and vindicate themselves from the tremendous charges 
we make against them ? Simply because they dare not; they know we are 
right, and they cannot successfully stand against us.  

Who now comes upon our platform to defend the Union? No one. The 
American. Anti-Slavery Society has just held its anniversary,—a series of 
five public meetings in New York, and I heard but two hisses in all those 
large audiences,—one in defence of the Church, and one in defence of the 
Union ! No one ventures an argument on our platform in defence  
of the old Union, A dodge is resorted to ; they come with a new 
constitution,—an anti-slavery constitution, and so attempt to evade the 
guilt and responsibility. As though Washington and Jefferson did not 
know what they were about; as if all our history was false!  

ABBY KELLEY FOSTER spoke of a meeting called at another place to hear 
Dr. Cheever on Kansas, She thanked God that a handful still remembered 
the slave, that we have not met to consider side or minor issues, but to 
consider the cause out of which these things, of which Dr. Cheever 
speaks, have grown. And I thank God, she said, that these things do good, 
that his laws do not return void, that those who fasten a chain upon the 
heel of their fellows must of necessity find the other end around their own 
necks; and that Northern men are beginning to feel, in their own persons, 
in Kansas, some of the outrages and wrongs that they have helped to 
inflict upon the slave.  

WENDELL PHILLIPS made the closing speech—in which he showed, in a 
clear and eloquent manner, the soundness of the policy as well as 
morality of a dissolution of the Union. Ho showed the safety of that 
movement, and demonstrated, to absolute moral certainty the happy 
results which would follow to the cause of freedom, North and South.  

Adjourned to Thursday, 10 A. M.  

THURSDAY. 

The Convention re-assembled at the Melodeon, and was called to order, 
at 10 o'clock, by Francis J ackson. 
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MR. MAY brought to the attention of the Convention the scurrilous 
manner in which its meetings of yesterday had been reported in the 
Boston Daily Traveller of this morning. He read portions of that report, 
and said he had called at the office of the paper to inquire why the Anti-
Slavery Convention was thus treated, One of the proprietors of the 
journal, said Mr. M, whom I saw, expressed surprise when his attention 
was called to the language in the paper, and promised to inquire into it. I 
said that if he and the editors of the paper disapproved of such an abuse 
of their columns, they would probably not object to say so in their 
afternoon edition. In hope that the paper in question would yet set itself 
right on the subject, Mr. M. proposed that the subject should be dropped 
for the present. 
  
The Resolutions before the Convention were read by the Secretary.  
CHARLES C. BURLEIGH took the floor, and addressed the Convention in an 
able and effective speech, of which we hope to give an extended report in 
another place.  

ABBY KELLEY FOSTER offered a resolution, which she prefaced by a brief 
and earnest appeal to the audience present, that they would enable the 
Anti-Slavery Committee to prosecute the work during the coming year to 
an extent greater than ever before. The resolution, which was seconded by 
Wendell Phillips, was adopted without dissent, and is as follows : 

Whereas, the present year being particularly auspicious for the 
inculcation of Anti-slavery principles in consequence of the absence of 
special political excitement, and by the more general awakening of the 
public mind through the bold and unscrupulous usurpations of the Slave 
Power; therefore,  

Resolved, That this Convention deem it a solemn duty to make strenuous 
efforts to put into the hand of our Executive Committees at least 50 per 
cent. greater amount of funds than they received last year thereby 
enabling them to carry forward our work of regenerating the public 
sentiment with far greater energy than heretofore.  

REV. CALEB STETSON, of South Scituate, then spoke in a most earnest and 
eloquent manner, A full sketch of his speech may be expected. 
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MR. GARRISON, from the Business Committee, reported the following 
resolutions:— 

7. Resolved, That the Republican party, by its constant and reiterated 
declarations, whether official or otherwise, is not an anti-slavery party, 
but the white-man's party, opposed only to the extension of slavery,  
and therefore so far as the cause of the enslaved millions is concerned it is 
a pro-slavery party, taking its place to that extent by the side of the 
Democratic party, and more dangerous because so liable to be mistaken 
for an anti-slavery one—the most fatal obstacle, in the political arena, to 
the anti-slavery movement whenever considered an effectual opponent of 
the Slave Power; and that the constant liability to this mistake, demands 
of us, on all occasions, the most strenuous efforts to set it in its true light, 
and save Abolitionists from regarding it as on Anti-Slavery movement.  

8. Resolved, That if we could be surprised at any measure of audacity on 
the part of Northern apologists for slavery, then should we be surprised at 
the fact that the ‘Southern Aid Society,' the monstrous progeny of 
Northern commercial cupidity in union with a false and canting religion, 
should dare to cross the borders of New England, and appeal to this 
professedly enlightened community to sustain its blasphemous doctrines 
and its infamous plans. 
 
9. Resolved, That in going forward to embrace slaveholders as good and 
Christian men, at a time when other Societies are beginning to open their 
eyes to the horribly sinful nature of slaveholding,—in encouraging the 
slaveholder to perseverance in his obstinate contest with Heaven itself,—
in collecting Northern money to be used in proclaiming a gospel of 
blood, of cruelty, and of pollution, as the very gospel of Christ,—in the 
shameless proposition to the slave holder that, if he will select 
missionaries to preach such a gospel as he is willing his slaves should 
hear, the North would provide the money to pay for the vile work, and 
professed Northern Christians should approve and endorse it ; in all these 
ways, the ‘Southern Aid Society’ is giving every possible aid and comfort 
to the system of slavery, is tearing the crown with wicked hands from the 
head of the Redeemer of men, and trampling it beneath their own 
polluted and scornful feet.  
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MR. GARRISON, as it was near the hour of adjournment, said he would 
make but a single remark in relation to one word which fell from the lips 
of our friend, Rev. Mr. Stetson, viz., that ‘he would as soon sell into 
slavery Christ himself, were he here on earth, as to sell the humblest black 
man.’ That remark was worth, holding a New England Convention for. To 
be sure, it was but another statement of the old declaration of Jesus, 
‘Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these, ye have done it 
unto me.’ Yet it is a bold and fresh form of that old saying, and is 
deserving all commendation. It is true, and we should all feel its force, 
that it is no more criminal to sell Jesus himself, than to sell one of his 
disciples. One word on another remark of our friend Mr, Stetson : he said, 
concerning the Union, though he was for its dissolution, he did not see 
how that event could be brought about; so much pro-slavery among us at 
the North makes it difficult to draw the line. ‘However difficult and 
crooked the line might be,’ said Mr. Garrison, ‘nevertheless, let it be 
drawn; and let each one say, ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.'  

Adjourned to 3 P. M. 

— 

AFTERNOON. MR. GARRISON called the meeting to order, and introduced 
Aaron M. Powell, who spoke at length, and with great clearness and force, 
upon the Resolutions touching the Republican party and the position of 
the Church.  

MATTHEW R, HULL, a native of Virginia, was introduced to the 
Convention. He said that he was an exile from his native State. He could 
not now visit his aged father there, nor the grave of his mother. He was 
made an Abolitionist in early life by a tract that a Connecticut pedler gave 
him, entitled ‘The Evidence of God against Slavery;' the first fruits of 
reading which were, that his own uncle kicked him out of doors because 
he had said that he thought it wrong to rob ni**ers for a living. He was 
blessed with a step-mother who caused him to step away from his home, 
and he went to Indiana, a so-called free State, to find that they had as 
infamous laws there against the colored man as those of any slave  
State; and a Methodist Church that cherished in its bosom the sum of all 
villanies.  
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He must dissent from the criticisms of the last speaker upon the 
Republican party, for he believed that party had done much good in 
agitating the Slavery question before the election, although since then 
their humanity had all oozed out; and he had set out from home to see if 
he could arouse them to some action and usefulness, but hitherto without 
success;— the party was losing ground. They were too careful and 
conservative in their campaign, and did not carry the strength they 
otherwise would have done, for the people were more radical than their 
leaders, and were ready for the most radical doctrines. There are those  
who fear that, if we urge the Abolition question, it will result in disunion. 
What if it does ? He did not care. If it knocks the Union to pieces, it ought 
to be, and he was ready, for one, to give it a knock, Mr. Hull then went on 
at length upon the general subject, in a vein of true Western oratory.  

MR. MAY, after making a statement of his attempt to ascertain the true 
authorship of the scurrility in the report of our yesterday’s meeting in the 
Boston Traveller, which resulted in the ‘editor in chief,' (Mr. Bowles) 
admitting it to be his own act, offered the following Resolution:— 

Resolved, That the scurrilous and lying report of this Anti-slavery 
Convention, given in the Boston Daily Traveller, (the leading Republican 
paper of this city,) of this (Thursday) morning, in marked and plainly 
intentional contrast to the manner in which other public meetings are 
reported in the same paper, shows the real animus of that journal in 
regard to the great cause of human freedom, and is deserving of the  
contempt and rebuke of every fair and honest mind : and such a paper, in 
spite of its pretensions, is unworthy to deceive the countenance and 
support of the friends of liberty and justice.  

PARKER PILLSBURY said that some appeared surprised at the developments 
relating to the Republican organ of this city. But it is not among the anti-
slavery agents and lecturers that this surprise is felt; they know but too 
well what to expect of the Republicans. 

He then went on in a searching review of the position of the Republicans 
towards the Abolitionists, saying that the most bitter opposers that we 
meet with are the leaders of the Republican party, and the so-called anti-



13
slavery ministers. 

He said he cared not for a whole regiment of Dr. Adamses, and Dr. Lords, 
and Dr. Plumers, and Dr. Fullers ; he could handle them easily. He might 
say the hardest things he could say of them, and all the community would 
approve ; but how are we to with stand the influence of the Beechers and 
the Cheevers, whose position enables them to stab with more fatal effect 
than any others can the anti-slavery cause ? 
  
So, he cared not for the New York Observer, the Journal of Commerce, and 
such papers. But when, the New York Tribune, the Evening Post, the 
Boston Traveller, and other Republican organs come to us laden, with all 
the old abuse of us and our movement that used to fill the columns of the 
New York Herald and Express, what shall we do with them ?  
MR. GARRISON said that he was not prepared to say that the Republican 
movement is a worse movement or a more dangerous one than any other. 
He believed in progress, and these men are making slow progress, though 
now they see men but as trees walking. He then, went on to show that the 
Republican party is not an anti-slavery party, but only a non-extension 
party, and we should judge it by Its own standard. 

The Republicans, however, on their own platform, are not true even to 
their own idea. They are ‘hail fellows well met ’ with border-ruffians after 
election. Mr. G. proved this by reading a report of a supper partaken by 
Republicans and Democrats at the Revere House in this city, to celebrate 
the election of James Buchanan ! 
 
MR. PILLSBURY offered the following as a substitute for the resolution of 
the business committee upon the Republican party, and moved Its 
adoption :— 

Whereas, in Hon. John P. Hale of New Hampshire, Nathaniel F. Banks 
and Henry Wilson of Massachusetts, and the New York Tribune, we have 
a full and fair exponent and representative of the acknowledged leaders of 
the present Republican party ; 
 
And whereas, all these together avow their determination to uphold the 
Union; and Mr. Banks declared emphatically, and then repeated more 
emphatically, that it was in theory, and only in theory, that one portion of 
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the confederacy was arrayed against the other,’ in the late Presidential 
election ; and then said, ‘I would to-day entrust the liberties and the  
institutions of the country with a Palmetto man’ ; and then added, ‘I 
would say, in God's name, give us a Palmetto man, always and forever’!! 
And Henrv Wilson pronounces the Republican party preeminently the 
party of Union; that, for the sake of Union, it will ‘vindicate the right of the 
South to hold slaves,’ 'will vote for a Southern gentleman for President or 
Vice-President,’ and were the Republican party in power, ‘any men, North 
or South, who should lay their hands upon the Union, should die a traitor’s 
death,  and leave traitor names in the history of the Republic’!! And Mr. 
Hale asserts that ‘the Republican party is not going to introduce any thing 
new,’ and then argues that the party, being emphatically the party of State 
Rights, even slavery would be more secure to the South under it than 
under the Democratic party , and the New York Tribune boasts that it has 
supported a slaveholder for President, and is ready to do it again; 
therefore, 
 
Resolved, That until these men repudiate these doctrines, or the party 
repudiate these men, we shall hold both as really more dangerous to the 
cause of liberty, on account of their anti-slavery pretensions, however 
honest many among them may be, than any other party ever formed since 
the foundations of government were laid.  

C.L. REMOND seconded the motion, and discussed at length, and with his 
usual ability and earnestness, the position of the Republicans towards the 
anti-slavery movement. 
 
Adjourned to 7 1-2 o'clock.  

— 

EVENING. The President in the chair.  

CHAS. L. REMOND said that much had been said in condemnation of the 
Dred Scott decision ; but he held that that decision was in perfect 
accordance with the practice of the American people, and Judge Taney 
had not outraged that practice, but simply announced it as law. 
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Mr. R. continued in a strain of eloquence and power that would be too 
much marred by any attempt to report it, but which we hope to be able to 
give in full hereafter.  

MR. PILLSBURY then took the stand, and with graphic tongue portrayed 
the corruption and debasement of American politics, and especially the 
short comings of that ‘best’ of parties, the Republican. He reviewed the 
history of the anti-slavery movement, and the prophecies of the 
Abolitionists, with their fulfilment, 
 
SUSAN B. ANTHONY, of Rochester, N. Y., presented the claims of THE 
LIBERATOR on the confidence, respect, and support of every friend of 
humanity and freedom. 
 
MR. GARRISON said if any were present who did not know what the South 
said of him and THE LIBERATOR, it might be well that they should know, 
before they decided to become its subscribers; and proceeded to read 
from several Southern journals some choice specimens of their criticisms 
on himself, his paper, and the anti-slavery movement generally.  

MR. GARRISON, from the Business Committee, offered the following 
resolutions :—  

10. Resolved, That the decision of the majority of the United States 
Supreme Court in the case of Dred Scott, is at once unjust, inhuman and 
unconstitutional; founded on falsifications of history and perversions of 
law ; an outrage and insult to all the decency, morality and Christianity in 
the land; a distinct revelation of the remorseless and insatiable spirit of 
slavery, and the unscrupulous eagerness of its official tools to do—
whether with legitimate or usurped authority—its most atrocious 
bidding.  

11. Resolved, That wanting every essential element of law, it ought 
nowhere to be respected or obeyed; but everywhere to be denounced, 
reprobated, and utterly repudiated by legislators, judges, magistrates and 
people, with united voice.  

WENDELL PHILLIPS (who was received with, tumultuous applause, 
constantly renewed through his speech,) addressed the Convention. He 
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treated of the Boston Traveller, of the ‘Christian Anti-Slavery Meeting’ at 
Park Street church—a church which drove its own church member from 
its doors because he had a colored skin, and had dared to buy a pew  
there,—of Dr. Cheever and Henry Ward Beecher,— of Gov. Chase and 
the heroic Margaret Gamer, (whom that Governor had suffered to be 
dragged from Ohio coil into the hated and helpless slavery from which 
she had fled)—of the impoverished condition of the slave States, and their 
inevitable bankruptcy if the North should cease to hold them up. (This 
speech we expect to give in a fuller report hereafter.)  

The question then came up on the adoption of the resolutions before the 
Convention.  

Charles C. Burleigh offered the following as an amendment to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Pillsbury: 
 
That these and similar declarations should be  accepteded by abolitionists 
as a sufficient warning that the Republican party is not an anti-slavery 
party, nor worthy of the support and co-operation of those whose object 
is the utter overthrow of slavery in all parts of the land. 
  
Upon this amendment a debate arose, in which Messrs. Burleigh, S. S. 
Foster, Garrison, May, Foss, Hull, Pillsbury, and Mrs. Foster took part. 
The vote being taken, twenty-one voted in favor of the amendment, and 
twenty-one against it. It was then voted lay on the table all the resolutions 
concerning the Republican party. 

The remaining resolutions before the Convention were then unanimously 
adopted; and the Convention adjourned sine die. 

EDMUND QUINCY President  

Samuel May Jr.  
Joseph A. Howland,       Secretaries.  
D. A. Comstock,  


