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SPURGEON’S SERMONS 

Our readers have seen advertisements in the papers of a new magazine, which professes to 
republish the sermons of Spurgeon as they are delivered in London, and to do this not only with 
his consent and approbation, but with his active co-operation, he revising them especially for 
publication in its pages. But it appears by a letter from Mr. Spurgeon, which we publish in another 
part of the paper, that he repudiates all knowledge of the transaction, and that it is entirely 
disapproved by him. This concurs with what we should have inferred from his previous 
declarations. The Evangelist says: “We happen to know from Mr. Spurgeon’s own lips that he 
regards Messrs. Sheldon & Co. as his only recognised publishers in this country, and that he feels 
that they have acted toward him in the most liberal and honorable manner. We cannot, therefore, 
too strongly condemn this abuse of an author’s name."  

SPURGEON AND THE NEW YORK WAVERLY 

The New York Waverly, published only in Boston, a weekly paper, advertised that it contains 
Spurgeon’s Sermons, (the new series) “phonographically reported exclusively for this paper.” In 
another place it states that “they are revised by himself ”—thus plainly intimating or conveying 
the idea that such publication is authorized and promoted by Mr. Spurgeon himself, and that he 
revises the sermons for the New York Waverly. As a commentary on this announcement we need 
only quote the following portion of a letter from Mr. Spurgeon himself, dated 

“London, June 13th, 1859. 

MESSRS. SHELDON & CO., 

Dear brethren, 

…I am greatly troubled to find that a piratical edition is coming out. I have not 
authorized any one but you, nor have I ever heard of any intention on the part of any one 
else to print them. You shall have the sermons every week before they are printed… If the 
Waverly is respectable, it will surely refrain from robbing me. 

I am yours respectfully, 

C. H. SPURGEON 

This disposes of the author’s alleged sanction of the reprint referred to. In regard to the assertion 
that the sermons thus printed in the Waverly are revised by Mr. Spurgeon, we have equal 
authority for stating that they are not so revised, but on the contrary, they are very annoying to 
Mr. Spurgeon, as being often materially incorrect and spurious. We are reluctant to intrude such a 
matter on you or the public, but in mere justice to the author of these sermons, it is but right that 
the facts should be understood rightly by all who are interested in him or his works. It is our 
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intention to issue an edition of this new series so cheap, and so desirable, that no one need resort 
to an incorrect, ephemeral and unauthorised edition.  

Respectfully yours,  

SHELDON & CO.  
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