LETTER FRON REYV. C. H. SPURGRON.
To rus Enevens'sr rus Costerien W itounen ane Roveacoes |
In an early letter to you, | happened to notice
the singular deliverance of a servant of Cheist, Mr,
Vanderkiste, who was preserved from famine, and
finally restored to his family, though lost for days in
the wilde of Australia. That ietter has been reed
by him, and has elicited another, which will interest
and edify your readers. Here it is:
Dungoy, Mastiond, New Sowth Wales, July I8, 1880,

Diak Brovuer 1v vue Lokp —A newspaper was re-
cently handed to me by a friend, in which | obeerve & no-
tice by you of the marveiiows iverance expevienced by
me, from imminently impending «tarvarion. The notice
alegether | value much, and cpecioly the prayer for my

| melfare, with which you so kind'y conclode it,

I wi'l, if you please, furnish you with a notiee for one of
| your discourses, and st | am nef very likely to have the op-
| portunity of addressing Londen andienees with your

prestige, i at ail, I should much like to convey through
you, to some of those immense and precicus suditories
| which you ave privileged from time to time ta address. the
| glorifieation of God, wy Saviowr, which His grace enabled
me to render, even amid the desolation of starvation.
| Then tell the dear people, from me—may Christ bless
| thema—that starvation itaelf, the sinking ia of the humen
| eve by want, the howiing of tempestuous winds, and the
| pattering of incessant rains in the great wilderness of the
far South, the death dirges of wild birdey and the :
of bones picked by wild dogs, that the whaole of these form
but & sceme mpid which, when the Comforter, the Holy
Ghost, shineth, the soul con raise a song of triumph, and
eheerfully echo back the soundings of Jehowvah's ward,
*Let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from
the top of the nivuntaine.”

Tell the dear people, for their instruction, thet if T die
 in my pest, it will be well indeed, if 1 die comforted with
 the eomforts which Jesun gave me when death came steal-

ing along the lone mountxine, robed with the chill cere-
cloths, and festured with the grim visage of gaunt starva.

tion,

[ Tell them, and let them glory in it, that it is juef asrary
to Immanuel to make a man’s saul rejoice amid the pars-

 pherpalia of starvation, as amid the paraphernalia of patri-
cian wealth, or palatial or prineely glory.

. What an sil sufficient Saviour then bave we, who can as-

| suredly do both.

’ me, yours in our one Rederomer,

f R. W. Vasnenxiere.

| Ttis worth while to have written the course of
letters which with great difficulty end much irregu.
ilarity 1 have sent to you, if my only reward had
been this brotherir vnice from afar. How sweet i
it to feel that you has > true brethren, the chords of
whose heart can be touched, although we have nev.
er grasped their hand. -

You know how m.y men are of their ped-
igree, and you will smile when [ confess to the same
weakness. | can claim no descent from the aris-
tocracy of earth, but | have a direet, undeviating
lineage from the aristocracy of heaven. | was not,
however, aware that | could run back quith so far
'as the records now enable me to do. In the list of
'those persons who in Essex suffered in year 1677,
for holding an unlawful convesticle and attending o
meeting held at Dedham, stands the name of Job
| Spurgeon, who with two others was fined £2 110,
| This parish of Dedham [ believe to be the original
'seat of our family, which has never removed far
from the apot, nearly all its membgrs residingmo
this day within s few miles of the village,

On the 22ad July, 1683, John Matthews, of Har-
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On the 22ad July, 1683, John Matthews, of Har.
wich, Job Spurgeon, of Dedham, Stephen Moore
and Stephen Arnold, of Lawford, taken at a meet-
ing, were committed to Chelmsford gaol, by war-
rant from Justice Smith. They were, after a few
weeks, bailed out till Sessions, but on their appear-
ance there, on the 3rd of Octuhoy. thﬁ were re.
quired to give sureties for their good behavior,
which refusing to do, they were re-committed to
prison, where three of them lay upon straw about
fifteen weeks, in the midst of a winter remarkatble
for extremity of coid ; but the fourth, Jub Spurgeon,
being so weak that he was unable to lie down, sat
up in a chair the most part of the time. The curi-
ons in such matters may see this record in “ Besse's
Safferings,” Vol L, 205, 207. This gotd man was
s Quaker, and is none the less worthy of honor for
his suff=rings for conscience sake,

We maust not deny the early Quakers the title of
confessors, because their representatives may have
degenerated or eutlived their vocation, or because
they would run their heads against & great many
unnecessary stone-walls, or because the share of vi.
tal truth which they possessed was sometimes inco.
herently set Yorth. Their baptism of blood still
cries for a just vindicator, and il any should ques-

‘tion their value ss confessurs for trwih, they must
‘on all hands be honored as confessors againat error,
~ Iimagine that | am frequently affeccted by this
old Quaker biood, for 1 believe in the Holy Spirit's
.monitions to & larger extent than it were wise to
speak of to a mingled sudience. | know that |
have had repeated warnings and saggestions, and
often when | have essayed to preach in a certain
town the Spirit has not suffered me to do so, while
"on the other hand | have done many things for no
" ‘other reason, and with no other spparent justifica-
tion than the inward moving of the Holy Ghoat.
‘l\u may be to others,to me it is & habit
L of life, and if once'] feel the motion which [ ae-
count to be Divine, %0 human argumeat can pre-
vent my stiempting Lo obey the message. Never-
theleas, although [ have the other Quaker peculiar-
ity of abhorring an oath even before the magistrate,
1 am o Baptist to the core, and your humble ser-
. want, C. K. §runcrox, .
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